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CONPIDENTIAL BANGKOK 10705 

SONGKHLA 096 SENT ACTION BANGKOK INEO UDORN 19073 IZ APR 76 
BEING REPEATED TO YOU POR YOUR INEO: 

CONPIDENTIAL NOFORN SONGKHLA 096 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINSPFORTHMY 

SUBJ: SAN RETALIATES AGAINST MALAYSIAN COMMUNISTS 

REF: SONGKHLA 09' 

1. TALKED TODAY WITH LT. GEN. SAN CHITBATIMA WHO SAID LAST WEEK'S 
AMBUSH (REFTEL) BY MALAYSIAN COMMUNISTS (CPM) WAS EXTREMELY WELL- 
COORDINATED APFAIR. BULLETS HIT PEOPLE RIDING ON BOTH SIDES OP SAN 

IN JEEP AND NARROWLY MISSED HIM. TWO RTA KILLED AND EIGHT WOUNDED 
IN DAYLIGHT ATTACK WHICH OCCURRED AS SAN AND STAPF RETURNING PROM 
INSPECTION TRIP IN YALA. 

2. SAN CLAIMED HE "SAW CHINESE PINES" AND KNEW ATTACKERS WERE CPM. 
ALTER RESCUING REMAINDER OP TROOPS, SAN ORDERED HELICOPTER GUNSHIP 
ATTACK ON TWO KNOWN CPM BASES IN AMBUSH AREA. HE INTENDS HIT 
SEVERAL MORE BASE CAMPS IN SADAO AREA IN RETALIATION. 
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3. SINCE RTA NORMALLY LEAVES CPM ALONG, IT DIFPICULT TO UNDERSTAND 
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WHY CPM CHOSE TO UPSET LIVE-AND-LET-LIVE ATMOSPHERE. WHEN I 
SUGGESTED SCHISM IN CPM MIGHT BE DRIVING VARIOUS GROUPS TO OUTDO 
ONE ANOTHER, SAN WAS NONCOMMITAL. WE DISCUSSED POSSIBILITY ATTACK- 
ERS DID NOT KNOW HE WAS IN THE JEEP, BUT HE THOUGHT ATTACK 
TOO WELL-PLANNED. IT IS ALSO KNOWN THAT HE WOULD BE RETURNING 
TO BARRACKS AT THAT TIME, SO HE SUSPECTS CPM GROUP WAS OUT 
TO GET HIM. 

COMMENT: ALTHOUGH SAI IS VERY ANGRY AND WILL BE STEPPING UP 
OPERATIONS AGAINST CPM NOW, I DO NOT GET IDEA HE WANTS MUCH 
IN WAY OE GOM AID. HE CLAIMED GOM HAD ALREADY IDENTIFIED LEADER 
OF AMBUSH GROUP AND WAS USEFUL FOR INTELLIGENCE, BUT SAN STILL 
NOT EAGER GET INTO COMBINED OPERATIONS. SEEMS IRONIC THAT WITH 
ALL THE INSURGENT AND BANDIT GROUPS SAN IS UP AGAINST. THE 
ONE WHICH CAME THE CLOSEST TO KILLING HIM TURNS OUT TO BE THE 
ONE HE PAYS LEAST ATTENTION TO. IRONY NOT LIKELY BE LOST 
ON GOM EITHER. 
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